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LETTER XLVII

November zqth, 1786.

THE   most distressing  incident possible has
just happened to me.    It is a very extraordinary

story.    Madam   de   F------ the   famous   Tribade,1

coming from the waters of Schwalback, has
dropped here as if from the clouds, under a
borrowed name, with an immense train, and not
a single letter of recommendation except to
bankers. Can you imagine what project this
profoundly audacious and indeed capable woman
has entertained ? The conquest of the King I
And as, in punishment for my sins, I have known
her long and well, the damnable Syren has
addressed herself to me, to lay down a chart of
the country for her; and, in return, receive, as a
deposit, that high confidence which I should most
willingly have bequeathed to Beelzebub. How-
ever, as she is a demon of seduction, as she does

I A woman-lover.r in the spring. This cer-
